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The original photographs in this collection were taken as part of the Gloucestershire 2000 
Photographic Archive project.  The Society initially decided to photograph 100 'sites and 
monuments' which had some historic interest so that a record would exist of their nature 
and condition in the year 2000.  The photographers were all volunteers and were given a 
free hand regarding the photographs that they took subject to the above general 
principle. The range of photographs taken varied from monuments which were already well 
recognised for their historic relevance, to items which were not especially significant in 
themselves but had a particular interest. All the monuments or sites photographed could 
potentially face at least modifications and at worst threats to their continuing existence 
over time.. The work was coordinated by Ron Beard and ultimately the volunteers 
produced more than 250 photographs, from which those you can see in this document 
were chosen.   

The intention at the time was to revisit the selected sites at ten-year intervals and take new 
photographs. Accordingly, this was done in 2010 (second edition), and for this third 
edition in the period 2019 ï 2024. The collection now provides a record of any changes 
that have occurred over the last twenty years and provides a valuable insight into how 
historic sites of interest in the Dean area are valued and cared for. Unfortunately, for the 
second and third editions some of those who took the original photographs are no longer 
with us, so new volunteers were recruited. All are acknowledged underneath their 
photographs.  

The photographs are presented in themed collections, namely Mines & Quarries, 
Transport, Industry, Agriculture & Forestry, Religion and Other Buildings & Monuments. A 
complete index to the collection is also available. 

You can browse through this document, or each individual site can be accessed via the 
index below. 
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7ŔǂƚũċĬĲШÑƖċůƽċǃ 

 

Bixlade Tramway -The best preserved 
Forest of Dean tramway, a branch to 
the Severn and Wye Tramway and 

Railway, completed by 1812, 
operated until 1946. 

West Dean Parish 

Camera location - SO606100 

View direction ï West 

Photographer - A J Sulston 

Date taken - January 2000 

 

This photograph was taken a little further up the 
track but the remains are in a similar state - 

somewhat overgrown and with only one set of 
stone sleepers exposed. 

 
Photographer - J Orr 

 
Date taken - March 2010 
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A summer view taken close to the original 
viewpoint. 

 

  
The tramway is still clear although vegetation is encroaching, restricting the exposed width.  

Forestry England has created new warnings regarding access limitations. 
 

Photographer ï R. Beard                                                    Date taken ï 25th November 2021 
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7ŔǂƚũċĬĲШÑƖċůƽċǃШÅċŔũƚ 

 

Bixslade Tramway rails  - At the time 
taken was the only known remaining 

section of tramplate in situ. 

West Dean Parish 

Camera location - SO606099 

View direction ï West 

Camera location - SO606099 

Photographer - A J Sulston 

Date taken - June 2000 

  

One of the rails is still visible in this photograph, 
although it is in some danger from traffic. 

Photographer - M Bramwell 

Date taken - May 2010 
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The old tramway rails are still exposed although 
the viewed section varies as workôs traffic 

disturbs the ground. 
 

Photographer ï R. Beard 
 

Date taken ï 25th November 2021 
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7ƖċĬũĲǃШcŔũũШÑƨŰŰĲũШы ŸƖƣőШÂŸƖƣċũь 

 

This three hundred yard tunnel was 
built in 1854 for the Forest of Dean 
Railway shortening the line followed 
by the former tramway. 
 

Ruspidge Parish 
 

Camera location - SO661104 
 

View direction ï East 
 

Photographer - J Sulston 
 

Date taken - July 2000 

 

The track bed has become more integrated into the 
garden of the house which formerly housed the 
gatekeeper of the track crossing just to the right of 
the photograph.  The photograph below shows the 
house more fully.  The house featured largely as 
"Aunt Charlotte's Cottage" in "Heaven Lies About 
Us" by Gladys Duberley 
 

Photographer - R Beard 
 

Date taken - October 2010 
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Crossing Keepers House (2010) 

 

 

7ƨŔũĬŔŰŊШĲǂƓċŰƚŔŸŰШőċƚШůċĬĲШƣőĲШƣƨŰŰĲũШĲŰƣƖċŰĦĲШůŸƖĲШĬŔǭŔĦƨũƣШƣŸШƚĲĲЯШĤƨƣШŔƣШŔƚШƚƣŔũũШƻŔƚŔĤũĲЮ 

ÂőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőĲƖШтШÅЮШ7ĲċƖĬ    ?ċƣĲШƣċťĲŰШтШΞΜƣőШƨŊƨƚƣШΞΜΞΝ 
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7ƨĦťƚőċŉƣШÑƖċůƽċǃ 

 

Buckshaft tramway took iron ore from the Buckshaft mine to the furnaces at Cinderford.  Some portions of 
the tramway were incorporated into roads or remain as tracks.  This photograph shows part of the line of 

the tramway near St White's School. 

Cinderford Parish 

Camera location - SO654129 View direction - South East 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - May 2000 

  

 

Apart from minor building changes the most noticeable feature is the number of parked vehicles. The view 
below is taken from about 100 metres further on looking in the reverse direction. 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - July 2010 
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The view is similar to the previous decades with 
the addition of minor works and additional car 

parking. 
 

Photographer ï R. Beard 
 

Date taken ï 27th February 2020 
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7ƨũũŸШÂŔũũШ?ŸĦť 

 

Bullo Pill dock - The harbour was built for exporting coal at the terminus of the 1809 Bullo Pill Railway.       
An unusual, masted yacht sailed here from West Indies. 

Newnham Parish 

Camera location - SO689099 View direction - East 

Photographer - B Rye Date taken - April 2000 

 

 

This view, taken when the tide was in, shows that the dock entrance is virtually unchanged although the 
metal masted boat (which originated in Lydney Docks many years earlier) has now disappeared from the 

view. 

Photographer - M Bramwell Date taken - June 2010 
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The upper photo shows the main dock which appears rather neglected (albeit full of boats). However, the 

upper pond has been restored (lower photo). The rest of the site, currently under the ownership of Darren 

Larkham, appears to be suffering from creeping industrialisation.                                                                                                                           

Photographer ï K.Walker     Date taken ï 25th February 2022 
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9ŸŸťƚŸŰШÑĲƖƖċĦĲЯШxǃĬŰĲǃ 

 

Cookson Terrace was built in 1858-9 by the Severn and Wye Railway Company to house its workers.  The 
larger central building was a hotel until c1970.  The terrace was named after the Chairman of the Company, 

Joseph Cookson. 

Lydney Parish 

Camera location - SO635018 View direction - East North East 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - June 2000 

 

This photograph was taken from a slightly different view point because the terrace was hidden by 
vegetation from the original location. 

Photographer - K Walker Date taken - July 2010 
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No change by 2022, except that a new ófeatureô metal fence has been installed since then to replace the 

existing one. 

Photographer ï K Walker    Date taken ï 20th October 2022 
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?ĲċŰШÅŸċĬ 

 

Dean Road, Blackpool Bridge - Origin disputed, 
paving was once thought to be Roman. Bridge on 
Forest of Dean Central Railway in background 
 

West Dean Parish 
 

Camera location - SO652087 
 

View direction - South West 
 

Photographer - A J Sulston 
 

Date taken - January 2000 

 

The site is gradually being hidden by vegetation 
although its essential character is still evident 
 

Photographer - M Bramwell 
 

Date taken - May 2010 
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The road surface has been covered although 
the line of the road can be followed and there is 

a simple notice board. 
 

Photographer ï K. Walker 
Date taken ï 25th February 2022 
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?ŔũťĲШ7ƖŔĬŊĲ 

 

The Dilke Bridge carries the Cinderford - Speech House road over the line of the Severn and Wye mineral 
loop near Lightmoor.  As can be seen from the signs the railway track is now part of the family cycle track. 

Cindeford / Ruspidge Parish 

Camera location - SO641126 View direction - North 

Photographer - A J Sulston Date taken - February 2000 

  

 

The main differences are due to the different seasons when the photographs were taken. 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - June 2010 
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A closer view of the bridge showing masonry detail (2010) 

 

In 2021, remains as a feature of the cycle track which follows the line the former railway. 

Photographer ï R. Beard    Date taken ï 30th September 2021 
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?ƖǃĤƖŸŸťШÅŸċĬШÉƣċƣŔŸŰ 

 

Drybrook Road Station was at the junction of the 
Severn and Wye Lydney to Cinderford line and the 
mineral loop.  The line of mature trees on either 
side of the track are indicative of former stations of 
the Severn and Wye Railway Company. 
 

Cinderford Parish 
 

Camera location - SO632145 
 

View direction - North West 
 

Photographer - R Beard 
 

Date taken - September 2000 

 

The track has become very overgrown and the 
foreground shows evidence of the activities of 
Forest boar. 
 
Photographer - R Beard 
 
Date taken - October 2010 
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The site has become more obscured by vegetation 
and now needs the signpost to help identify the line. 

 
Photographer ï R. Beard 

 
Date taken ï 27th February 2023 
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EƣũŸĲШéŔċĬƨĦƣ 

 

Etloe Viaduct - This viaduct is a relic of an abortive enterprise - the Purton Steam Carriage Road (1830/32) 
- which was abandoned due to pressure from the Severn and Wye Railway. 

Awre Parish 

Camera location - SO670049 View direction - North North East 

Photographer - B Rye Date taken - April 2000 

  

 

The remains of the viaduct show little change apart from the further invasion by vegetation. 

Photographer - M Bramwell Date taken - May 2010 
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By 2022 vegetation growth has reduced the visibility to some extent. 

Photographer ï K. Walker    Date taken ï 25th February 2022 
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[ũŸƨƖШ~ŔũũШ9ŸũũŔĲƖǃШÅċŔũƽċǃШÑƨŰŰĲũ 

 

Flour Mill Colliery railway tunnel, Bream - This 
tunnel is on one of the lines forming part of the 
Flour Mill Colliery / Princess Royal Colliery 
complexes. 
 

West Dean Parish 
 

Camera location - SO6050 
 

View direction ï North 
 

Photographer - R Beard 
 

Date taken - June 2000 

 

The brickwork and stonework has been 
renovated and the tunnel still serves as a 
useful storage facility 
 

Photographer - R Beard 
 

Date taken - July 2010 

 




























































































