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The original photographs in this collection were taken as part of the Gloucestershire 2000 
Photographic Archive project.  The Society initially decided to photograph 100 'sites and 
monuments' which had some historic interest so that a record would exist of their nature 
and condition in the year 2000.  The photographers were all volunteers and were given a 
free hand regarding the photographs that they took subject to the above general 
principle. The range of photographs taken varied from monuments which were already well 
recognised for their historic relevance, to items which were not especially significant in 
themselves but had a particular interest. All the monuments or sites photographed could 
potentially face at least modifications and at worst threats to their continuing existence 
over time.. The work was coordinated by Ron Beard and ultimately the volunteers 
produced more than 250 photographs, from which those you can see in this document 
were chosen.   

The intention at the time was to revisit the selected sites at ten-year intervals and take new 
photographs. Accordingly, this was done in 2010 (second edition), and for this third 
edition in the period 2019 ï 2024. The collection now provides a record of any changes 
that have occurred over the last twenty years and provides a valuable insight into how 
historic sites of interest in the Dean area are valued and cared for. Unfortunately, for the 
second and third editions some of those who took the original photographs are no longer 
with us, so new volunteers were recruited. All are acknowledged underneath their 
photographs.  

The photographs are presented in themed collections, namely Mines & Quarries, 
Transport, Industry, Agriculture & Forestry, Religion and Other Buildings & Monuments. A 
complete index to the collection is also available. 

You can browse through this document, or each individual site can be accessed via the 
index below. 
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7ŔũƚŸŰШ]ċƚШìŸƖťƚ 

 

Bilson Gas Works, Cinderford - The gas works were in operation from 1857 to late 1940s, taken over by 
Cannop Foundry in 1957. Their name can be found on drain inspection covers throughout the Forest and 

adjacent regions. 

Cinderford Parish 

Camera location - SO651140 View direction - South east 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - August 2000 

  

 

Bilson Gas Works - Only the site remained in 2010, the buildings having been demolished. 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - June 2010 
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No change since 2010. 

Photographer ï R. Beard     Date taken 27th February 2020 
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7ƖŔŊőƣѣƚШ9ŸƖŰШ~ŔũũЯШ9ŔŰĬĲƖŉŸƖĬШ7ƖŔĬŊĲ 

 

Bright's Corn Mill, Cinderford Bridge - Thomas Brace converted this former coal drying mill to a cornmill in 
1818/19 worked for many years by George Bright until bankrupted in 1904. 

Ruspidge Parish 

Camera location - SO650125 View direction - West North West 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - July 2000 

  

 

From this view the building has become almost obscured by foliage.   

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - June 2010 
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ÑőĲШŸƖŔŊŔŰċũШƻŔĲƽШŔƚШŸĤƚĦƨƖĲĬШĤǃШƻĲŊĲƣċƣŔŸŰЯШĤƨƣШƣőŔƚШƻŔĲƽШŔƚШƻŔƖƣƨċũũǃШƣőĲШƚċůĲШċƚШƣőĲШċĬĬŔƣŔŸŰċũШƻŔĲƽШ
ƣċťĲŰШŔŰШΞΜΝΜШċŰĬШƚőŸƽƚШũŔƣƣũĲШĦőċŰŊĲЮ 

ÂőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőĲƖШтШÅЮШ7ĲċƖĬ    ?ċƣĲШƣċťĲŰШтШΝΣƣőШÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШΞΜΞΝ 
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7ƖŸůũĲǃШcŔũũШ[ƨƖŰċĦĲ 

 

Bromley Hill (Oakwood) Furnace probably used charcoal mixed with coke for firing.  It was operated by the 
Ebbw Vale Co in the mid nineteenth Century. 

West Dean Parish 

Camera location - SO601065 View direction - North West 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - June 2000 

  

 

The remains still appear a little precarious although not much has changed apart from an increase in 
vegetation cover. 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - July2010 
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Little change apart from increasing vegetation. 

Photographer ï R. Beard     Date taken ï 13th August 2021 



Φ 
 

9ċŰŰŸƓШÉƣŸŰĲШìŸƖťƚ 

 

Cannop Stone Works - Probably in operation for more than 200 years, serves the Bixhead Quarries. 

West Dean Parish 

Camera location - SO607099 View direction - South 

Photographer - A J Sulston Date taken - February 2000 

  

 

Cannop Stone Works. Since the year 2000 there have been major changes at the Forest of Dean Stone 
Firms.  Considerations of health and safety meant that a great deal of new capital was required to update 

the works.  New owners took over and modifications to buildings and equipment have been made. 

Photographer - M Bramwell Date taken - May 2010 
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The firm are continuing working the Barnhill (Bixhead) quarry and producing finished stonework. 

Photographer ï R. Beard    Date taken ï 25th November 2021 
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ѣ9ċƚƣШcŸƨƚĲѣЯШ9ƨũũċůŸƖĲШ7ƖŔĬŊĲ 

 

The 'Cast House' Cullamore Bridge - Variously used as a foundry, a colour mill (processing ochre from 
Buckshaft iron mine) and as stables for Lightmoor Colliery. 

Ruspidge Parish 

Camera location - SO650119 View direction - South East 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - July 2000 

  

 

The 'Cast House'. The character of the building has been retained and the site is much tidier. 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - November 2010 
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The nature of the building has been maintained with some change of use. 

Photographer ï R. Beard     Date taken ï 26th January 2023 
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9ŔŰĬĲƖŉŸƖĬШfƖŸŰШìŸƖťƚШÉŔƣĲ 

 

Cinderford Iron Works site and former workers' housing - Crawshay's iron works, whose site is to the left of 
the photograph closed in 1894. Green space to left of foreground house is site of Whitechapel Row, 

originally stables for iron work's horses. 

Cinderford Parish 

Camera location - SO690134 View direction - South East 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - May 2000 

  

 

The view is largely unchanged although taken from a closer distance to avoid being obscured by shrub and 
tree growth. 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - July 2010 
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7ǃШΞΜΞΞЯШƚŸůĲШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШƽŸƖťƚЮШ9őċŰŊĲĬШĬƨĲШƣŸШƻĲŊĲƣċƣŔŸŰШŊƖŸƽƣőЮ 

ÂőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőĲƖШтШÅЮШ7ĲċƖĬ    ?ċƣĲШƣċťĲŰШтШΝΠƣőШƓƖŔũШΞΜΞΞ 
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?ċƖťőŔũũ 

 

Darkhill opening ceremony - Rob Guest, Jan 
Wills and Keith Webb at the opening ceremony 

for the Darkhill site and unveiling of the 
monument, 2 September 1999 

 
West Dean Parish 

 
Camera location - SO590088 

 
View direction - North East 

 
Photographer - R Beard 

 
Date taken - September 1999 

 

From this viewpoint the site has become largely 
hidden by vegetation 

 
Photographer - R Beard 

 
Date taken - December 2009 
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The views show that care has been taken to 
keep the site clear. 

 
Photographer ï R . Beard 

 
Date taken ï 23rd February 2023 
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?ĲċŰШcĲƖŔƣċŊĲШ9ĲŰƣƖĲ 

 

Dean Heritage Centre - At Camp Mill was a Kingôs forge until 1673, rebuilt as a foundry by Samuel Hewlett 
in early 19th century. Present building erected in 1876 as a corn mill, subsequently leatherboard mill, saw 

mill and scrap yard until bought in 1981 by Dean Heritage Museum Trust. 

Ruspidge Parish 

Camera location - SO664106 View direction - East 

Photographer - A J Sulston Date taken - January 2000 

  

 

Ten years on the site is tidier but basically unchanged from this viewpoint. 

Photographer - J Orr Date taken - March 2010 
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The 2022 photograph shows the extension and improvements since the previous views. 

Photographer ï R. Beard    Date taken ï 7th February 2022 
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?ƖƨůůĲƖШ7ŸǃШÉƣŸŰĲ 

 

Drummer Boy Stone - The hollow in this stone is lined with iron slag and may have been used as a 
receptacle into which to pour molten iron. 

West Dean Parish 

Camera location - SO655090 View direction - South 

Photographer - B Rye Date taken - March 2000 

  

 

Taken from a different angle but shows little change. 

Photographer - M Bramwell Date taken - October 2010 
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ÉƣŔũũШĦũĲċƖũǃШƻŔƚŔĤũĲШŔŰШΞΜΞΞЯШŰĲĲĬƚШƣŸШĤĲШĦőĲĦťĲĬШŸĦĦċƚŔŸŰċũũǃЮ 

ÂőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőĲƖШтШuЮШìċũťĲƖ    ?ċƣĲШƣċťĲŰШтШΞΡƣőШ[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃШΞΜΞΞ 
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[ƨƖŰċĦĲШÉũċŊ 

 

Furnace slag from Cinderford Iron Works. 

Cinderford Parish 

Camera location - SO651131 View Direction - East 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - May 2000 

  

 

Still recognisable, although somewhat overgrown. 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - June 2010 
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ÑőĲШŸƖŔŊŔŰċũШƚċůƓũĲШŔƚШŸĤƚĦƨƖĲĬШĤǃШƻĲŊĲƣċƣŔŸŰЯШĤƨƣШƣőĲШĲǂċůƓũĲШыċĤŸƻĲьШŔƚШĦũĲċƖЮ 

ÂőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőĲƖШтШÅЮШ7ĲċƖĬ    ?ċƣĲШƣċťĲŰШтШΞΤƣőШ[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃШΞΜΞΜ 
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[ƨƖŰċĦĲШìŸƖťĲƖƚѣШcŸƨƚŔŰŊЯШ9ŔŰĬĲƖŉŸƖĬ 

 

This row of houses was built to accommodate furnace workers for Crawshay's iron works. 

Cinderford Parish 

Camera location - SO651132 View direction - East 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - May 2000 

  

 

New fencing and more satellite receiver aerials are the main additions. 

Photographer - R Beard Date taken - July 2010 
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ÉŸůĲШĦőċŰŊĲƚШŔŰШċƓƓĲċƖċŰĦĲШĬƨĲШƣŸШĤƨŔũĬŔŰŊШċũƣĲƖċƣŔŸŰƚЮ 

ÂőŸƣŸŊƖċƓőĲƖШтШÅЮШ7ĲċƖĬ    ?ċƣĲШƣċťĲŰШтШΞΤƣőШ[ĲĤƖƨċƖǃШΞΜΞΜ 
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EĬŊĲШcŔũũƚШxŔůĲШuŔũŰƚШШы]ƖĲĲŰШ7ŸƣƣŸůь 

 

Edge Hills Lime Kilns - A good example of one of the many lime kilns which operated in the Forest of Dean. 

Littledean Parish 

Camera location - SO667153 View direction - North West 

Photographer - A J Sulston Date taken - February 2000 

  

 

The entire site has become considerably overgrown in the last ten years. 

Photographer - M Sullivan Date taken - July 2010 
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Vegetation growth continues to obscure more than a small percentage of the original cleared site. 

Photographer ï R. Beard    Date taken ï 26th May 2022 

 

  








































